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60 147 Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy
and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of

International Human Rights Law and Serious Violations

of International Humanitarian Law

The General Assembly

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights
1
the International Covenants on Human Rights

2
other relevant

human rights instruments and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action

Affirming the importance of addressing the question of remedies and reparation
for victims of gross violations of international human rights law and serious

violations of international humanitarian law in a systematic and thorough way at the

national and international levels

Recognizing that in honouring the victims’ right to benefit from remedies and

reparation the international community keeps faith with the plight of victims

survivors and future human generations and reaffirms international law in the field

Recalling the adoption of the Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a

Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human

Rights Law and Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law by the

Commission on Human Rights in its resolution 2005 35 of 19 April 20054 and by
the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 2005 30 of 25 July 2005 in which

the Council recommended to the General Assembly that it adopt the Basic Principles
and Guidelines

3

Adopts the Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and

Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and

Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law annexed to the present

resolution

1

Resolution 217 A III

2
Resolution 2200 A XXI annex

3
A CONF 157 24 Part I chap III

4
See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council 2005 Supplement No 3 and corrigendum
E 2005 23 and Corr l chap II sect A
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A person shall be considered a victim regardless of whether the perpetrator of

the violation is identified apprehended prosecuted or convicted and regardless of

the familial relationship between the perpetrator and the victim

9

VI Treatment of victims

10 Victims should be treated with humanity and respect for their dignity and

human rights and appropriate measures should be taken to ensure their safety

physical and psychological well being and privacy as well as those of their

families The State should ensure that its domestic laws to the extent possible

provide that a victim who has suffered violence or trauma should benefit from

special consideration and care to avoid his or her re traumatization in the course of

legal and administrative procedures designed to provide justice and reparation

VII Victims’ right to remedies

11 Remedies for gross violations of international human rights law and serious

violations of international humanitarian law include the victim’s right to the

following as provided for under international law

a Equal and effective access to justice

b Adequate effective and prompt reparation for harm suffered

c Access to relevant information concerning violations and reparation
mechanisms

VIII Access to justice

12 A victim of a gross violation of international human rights law or of a serious

violation of international humanitarian law shall have equal access to an effective

judicial remedy as provided for under international law Other remedies available to

the victim include access to administrative and other bodies as well as mechanisms

modalities and proceedings conducted in accordance with domestic law Obligations

arising under international law to secure the right to access justice and fair and

impartial proceedings shall be reflected in domestic laws To that end States should

a Disseminate through public and private mechanisms information about

all available remedies for gross violations of international human rights law and

serious violations of international humanitarian law

b Take measures to minimize the inconvenience to victims and their

representatives protect against unlawful interference with their privacy as

appropriate and ensure their safety from intimidation and retaliation as well as that

of their families and witnesses before during and after judicial administrative or

other proceedings that affect the interests of victims

c Provide proper assistance to victims seeking access to justice

d Make available all appropriate legal diplomatic and consular means to

ensure that victims can exercise their rights to remedy for gross violations of

international human rights law or serious violations of international humanitarian

law

13 In addition to individual access to justice States should endeavour to develop

procedures to allow groups of victims to present claims for reparation and to receive

reparation as appropriate
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e Costs required for legal or expert assistance medicine and medical

services and psychological and social services

21 Rehabilitation should include medical and psychological care as well as legal
and social services

22 Satisfaction should include where applicable any or all of the following

a Effective measures aimed at the cessation of continuing violations

b Verification of the facts and full and public disclosure of the truth to the

extent that such disclosure does not cause further harm or threaten the safety and

interests of the victim the victim’s relatives witnesses or persons who have

intervened to assist the victim or prevent the occurrence of further violations

c The search for the whereabouts of the disappeared for the identities of

the children abducted and for the bodies of those killed and assistance in the

recovery identification and reburial of the bodies in accordance with the expressed
or presumed wish of the victims or the cultural practices of the families and

communities

d An official declaration or a judicial decision restoring the dignity the

reputation and the rights of the victim and of persons closely connected with the

victim

e Public apology including acknowledgement of the facts and acceptance

of responsibility

J Judicial and administrative sanctions against persons liable for the

violations

g Commemorations and tributes to the victims

h Inclusion of an accurate account of the violations that occurred in

international human rights law and international humanitarian law training and in

educational material at all levels

23 Guarantees of non repetition should include where applicable any or all of

the following measures which will also contribute to prevention

a Ensuring effective civilian control of military and security forces

b Ensuring that all civilian and military proceedings abide by international

standards of due process fairness and impartiality

c Strengthening the independence of the judiciary

id Protecting persons in the legal medical and health care professions the

media and other related professions and human rights defenders

e Providing on a priority and continued basis human rights and

international humanitarian law education to all sectors of society and training for

law enforcement officials as well as military and security forces

if Promoting the observance of codes of conduct and ethical norms in

particular international standards by public servants including law enforcement

correctional media medical psychological social service and military personnel
as well as by economic enterprises

g Promoting mechanisms for preventing and monitoring social conflicts

and their resolution
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