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- : N Written Record of Witness Interview
Criminal Case File /Dossier pénal . -

$018/No: 002/14-08-2006 -~ Procés-verbal d’audition de témoin
6526655883/ Investigation/Instruction

#U8/No: 002/19-09-2007-ECCC-OC1J

On the third of March, two thousand and ten, at 1020 hours, at Thma Daekkeh (gfﬁ fitfis)

Village, Banteay Chhmar (ijtﬁmi) Commune, Thma Puok (§f)f) District, Banteay

Meancheay (UWHIH8 ) Provmcé

We, NGUON Im (ii8 fﬁ:i) and Christian BAUDESSON, Investigators of the

Extraordinary Chambers, bemg ass1gned by the Rogatory Letter of the Co-Investigating
Judges, dated 25 February: 2010 . i

Noting the Law on the Estabhshment of the Extraordinary Chambers, dated 27 October
2004,

Noting Rules 24, 28 and 60; dftheECCC Internal Rules,

[X] With Mr. Leng Heng An (1§21 $U1H#1B), as sworn Interpreter of the Extraordinary
Chambers,

Recorded the statements of MEAS Voeun (¥16J iﬂB), a witness, who provided the
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following information regarding his };eréonal identity:
The undersigned MEAS Voeun, alias, SVAY Voeun (f1ti ﬁ‘]S), was born on 10 May

1944, in Srae Khlong ({thgiﬁ) Village, Ou (§i) Commune, Phnum Sruoch (QLEUG)
District, Kampong Speu (ﬁﬂﬁﬁ) Province. He is of Cambodian nationality and a farmer.

His father, SVAY Meas (A1t T:ﬂhj) is deceased, and her mother, PEN Im (3138 ?ﬁﬂ’) is
deceasedalive. Present Address Thma Daekkeh Village, Banteay Chhmar Commune,
Thma Puok District, Banteay Meancheay Province. He is married to NIM Yim (B‘B’

tﬁiﬂ'), alive, and is father of seven children.
The witness has no criminal?vrc:‘,(fi)rd.

X The witness declared that he can féad, write and understand the Khmer language.
X The witness declared that he cannot read or write any other languages.
Therefore, the original of this;Wt_‘i,tt,erg Record is written in the Khmer language.

[X] We advised the witness that an -audio or video recording was being made of this
Interview.

X The witness told me that he is not in relation with either the Charged Persons or to
any of the Civil Parties. '

X The witness took an oath, in accordance with Rule 24 of the ECCC Internal Rules.

We notified the witness of his right against self-incrimination, in accordance with
Rule 28 of the ECCC Internal Rules.

Questions and answers:

Q: You previously confirmed that you were stationed in Koh Kong province from around
1976 to 1978. Could you tell which month was it? From 1976 to 1978, what events
happened in Sector 37 in Koh:Kong province and in the West Zone?

Al: I would like to confirni that I.was stationed in Koh Kong province to defend the

sea and land [borders] because, at that time, Thailand wanted to shift the_ border. There
was another event; our Khmer people wanted to flee to Thailand. At that time, I was the
deputy chairman of Division. 1.of the-West Zone; approximately 2700

(two thousand and seven hundned)’ 'soldiers were stationed in Koh Kong

province. When I first arrived there, Angkar had people living in Trapeang Rung

‘Lﬁm%ﬁg %), Andoung Tuek (Hflﬁﬂﬁ‘}ﬁ) move to live near Srae Ambel (ILhJH‘UCU) district,
I went to work in Koh Kong province in December in 1976. A month after I arrived in

Koh Kong province, Nhieek (Qjﬁ), the Sector 37 secretary, Ran (i8) (original name was

Iv fﬁ), the deputy sector secretary and Ev (3#7), the member in charge of the sector
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military were removed. Wheﬁ;,:the)g:w,er?ej removed, I knew that they were sent to the
Zone, but I did not know the reason-of.their removal. After that, the person called Ruos

(iR9), alias Rath (iﬁ), came to replace as the Sector 37 secretary, and the person called
Phal (865) was replaced as the deputy sector secretary. Currently, Phél is living in Veal

Veaeng (DFUTi4) district.

Q: What was the name of the Division;l commander?

A2: The Division 1 commander-'w’as"“gélle(i Soeuhg (ihﬂﬁ) (deceased). When [ was
stationed in Koh Kong; Ta Soeung, the division commander, was stationed in Kampong
Speu province and at Veal Renh (U )), Prey Nob (ELITISTJ) district because a large

number of Division 1 soldlers were statloned there.

Q: Later on, what did the three people Nhleek the Sector 37 secretary, Ran,

the deputy sector secretary and Ev, the sector member do? Where did they work?

A3: Later on, I did not know what these three people did; they just disappeared since
then. L SR :

Q: Were there security centres in Sector 37 in the West Zone?
A4: As far as | knew, there was a security centre in Prey Nob district (Kampong Som

province); it was Koh Khyéng ($fM:8]#1) Security Centre.

Q: Did that security centre belong to the sector or the West Zone?
A5: That security centre both belonged to the sector and the zone because, regarding the
control, 7a Soeung, the Division 1 commander and also the member of the West Zone

’n At

committee occasionally VISlted Koh Khyang (¥M28f#), and some Division 1 soldiers

were arrested and sent to K_oh Khyang security centre.

Q: Was the decision to send Division 1 soldiers to Koh Khyéng security centre made by
Ta Soeung himself or by the upper echelon?

A6: He discussed with the zone level Those soldiers arrested and sent to Koh Khyéan g
were these, for instance, those —

whose fathers swere-had been soldlers 1n the prev10us regime.

e

) PR 3 “ Z}’-."'-:;,i-'y‘""“;::
Q: Were any combatants stati_c;hed inrKoh Kong sent to Koh Khyéng?
A7: Combatants in Koh Kong were sent to tempering places to dig canals at Banteay

Long Vék (ﬁgwmm'fgﬁ). Ta Soeung, the Division commander, was the one who decided

the transfer of the soldiers.
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Q: So it means that as the ‘députy- division commander, you did not have authority to
decide the arrests? 4

AS8: No, 1did not. -

Q: How many soldiers were; there i IDlVlsxon 1?

A9: In Division 1, there were approx1mately more than 7000 people, and at first, there
were approx1mately 2700 soldiers in Koh Kong province, but later on, 7a Soeung sent a
number of soldiers to the Eastern border (Cambodia-Vietnam border).

Q: Did Ta Soeung have authority to visit Koh Khyéng security centre in his capacity as
the- zone member?

A10: Yes, he did in his capacity as the-West Zone member. Regarding all decisions to
arrest people in the Division, there was a special force of the division, tasked to conduct
investigations and examine the blography of each combatant. In case an event happened,
the special force of the division would come to request to send to the rear any combatant
who, according to his biography, was linked because he was a child of a ranking soldier
or official in the previous regime, but I did-netdnewdo not recall where they were taken
toe.

Q: Did you know S-21? . ’
Al1l: No, I did not know.

Bt

Q: Did you know the persons named REANG Svéng (Hi fﬁy‘h) and UL Ham-Ham (?gm

1)?
A12: L used to hear the name Svéng, but I never met him. I did not know Hagm (iﬂ), but

HaHam (1NY) worked in the division with me, but I did not know his real name.

Q: Did you know about the 1ntegrat10n of the Division 1 of the West Zone into a
Northwest Zone division?

A13: I knew that it was a division:of;the Northwest Zone, but I did not know what
number of that division was, and‘mbre than 100-soldiers of Division 1 of the West Zone
were integrated. Most of morc 'than 100 soldiers were cannon technicians and

soldiers with combat skills; they were used as the core [force] to provide trainings to the
the Northwest Zone division.

Q: Did you attend the congfé’séé‘éf the: West Zone; held on 25 July 19777 What was the
c¢Composition, the echelon, of the participants in that congress?
A14: 1 attended the congress of the West Zone in Kampong Speu province, held at

a coconut plantation in Chbar Mon (Gaﬂﬁﬁg) district in 1977, but I do not recall the exact

date. The participants were comprlsed of the zone committee, the sector committees, the
committees of all the districts, the chairmen and deputy chairmen the divisions and
regiments in the West Zone.

Original KH: 00486468-00486473
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Q: At that time, which semor 41¢eaders attended that congress?
A15: At that time, 7a Pal (m mFU) y¥. a,Sl and Ta Soeung were present; three of them

sEE

were the zone committee.
Q: The confession of CHOU' Cﬁét (ﬁ ‘Eﬁﬁ) alias Si (?CT)(ERN0013854) stated that “Bang
Pil invited district and sector cadres to attend the open congress. This congress was held
at the coconut plantation (Speu hj) I did not attend; [ stayed at a large house 50

metres away. Once Brother Number 2 arrived, Bang Pl invited him to give a
speech to the congress. Brother Number 2 gave a lecture on the current situation in the
congress.” Who was Brother Number 2?

A16: Brother Number 2 was Ta NUON Chea (88 1), but [ was not clear; since

perhaps I was busy in the army, I may have been absent when Brother Number 2 was
present in the congress. Ta NUON Chea or Ta POL Pot were usually present the zone
congresses. The West Zone congress lasted about a week because, during the congress,
there were study and discussion sessions, and we were divided into groups to have a self-
criticism meeting days and nights.

Q: What topics were discussed in the congress?
A17: The discussion was about“mcks of the enemies, peace alliance and building the core
leadership of the Commumst Party of Kampuchea -

Q: You said that the leaders of the upper echelon, such as POL Pot or NUON Chea,
Always_-attended the zone'cgngressés:”Which West Zone congresses did you attended
attend, and wereby POL Pot ;s 722, ¢
or NUON Chea were-you-present? - -

A18: 1 attended the military congress of the West Zone, held at Banteay Long Vék

(ﬁg’]tﬁm{gﬁ) in around 1977, attended by 7a Si, Ta Soeung and POL Pot.

Q: During the congress, was there any discussion about purges to eliminate the enemy
burrowing from within ?

A19: In these two congresses, there was discussion about the purges of the enemy
burrowing from within, referring thejactivities of the Vietnamese enemy.

ihY

LR3I
iy
PR

Q: Did you notice the arrest ‘df‘;ﬁeople after the congress?

A20: After the congress, everyone left for their respective location. Until the next
meetings, we just knew this or that person had disappeared.

Q: When 7a Si was arrested, d_ld you know the reason for his arrest?

A21: 1just knew that he had drsapp ee _‘d .but I did not know the reason.

Q: Please describe about the orgamzatlon structure of the West Zone; how many sectors
were there? What were the. names of the leaders and the composition of each sector?
A22: Ta CHOU Chet alias. T Sr was; the West Zone secretary; Ta Pal was the deputy

Original KH: 00486468-00486473




00784314

secretary, and 7a Soeung was athe member. The West Zone was comprised of three
sectors: Sector 31, Kampong Chhnang provmce Sector 32, Kampong Speu province, and

Sector 3, Koh Kong provmce..'T a Sarun‘ ‘(6N§B) was the Sector 31 secretary; Ta Ruos

alias Rath was the deputy secretary,‘ and Ta Yoem (deceased) was athe member. Ta
Yoem ; o
was arrested in around 1977 beea_v ”e he commltted moral offences; he was in charge of

the sector military. 7a Pal was the Sector 32 secretary; Ni Kén (B fiB) was the deputy
secretary, and the person called Khoem (5’6) was athe member. As for Sector

37, Koh Kong province, Ta Nheek-Nhik (@ﬁ) was the secretary; Ta Ran (i8) was the
deputy
Secretary and 7a Sary (hﬂ?) was g%he member. Later on, 7a Nheelk—Nhik was also

arrested; as L R

for Ta Ran, I did not know if he was’ arresfed I just knew that he disappeared. After Ta

| Nhieek was arrested, 7a Ruos alias Rath came to replace him as the Sector 37 secretary.

To date, the people whose names mentioned above, for instance 7a Yoem, are dead; Ta
Pal died before the arrival of UNTAC.

Q: After Ta Si was arrested,; ‘ho replaced him? :.
A23: 1 did not know : :

X One copy of the Written Record was prov1ded to the witness.

X The Written Record was prmﬂedl out for the witness to read and correct by himself;
the witness had no objections and signed on the corrected version.

[] After the Written Record was read out to the witness, the witness refused to sign it.
End of the interview: at 1730 hours on the same day.

Witness Interpreter Investigators
Thumbprint Signature Signatures
MEAS Voeun ~owous sat i Christian BAUDESSON  NGUON Im
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