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Address by Mr. Michael T. Somare, Prime Minister
of Papua New Guinea

1. The PRESIDENT: This morning the Assembly will hear
a statement by the Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea. [
have great pleasure in welcoming His Excellency the Right
Honourable Michael T. Somare and inviting him to address
the General Assembly.

2. Mr, SOMARE (Papua New Guinea): Two years ago, on
the occasion of Papua New Guinea’s admission to member-
ship in the United Nations, I had the honour to address the
thirtieth session of the United Nations General Assembly.!
Since then Papua New Guinea has held national elections,
and I now avail myself of this opportunity to reaffirm
Papua New Guinea’s support of and continuing commit-
ment to the principles of the United Nations.

3. Papua New Guinea wishes to congratulate you,
Mr. President, on your election to your high office. The
task that you have been given is not an easy one, as the
outcome of this session of the General Assembly will
depend largely on your guidance. 1 wish you well in this
task.

4. 1 wish also to pay a tribute to your predecessor,
Ambassador Amerasinghe of Sri Lanka, who performed his
duties as President of the thirty-first session of the General
Assembly with distinction.

5. I should also like to place on record Papua New
Guinea’s appreciation for the work done by the Secretary-
General and his staff.

6. It gives me great pleasure, on behalf of the people of
Papua New Guinea, to extend a warm welcome to the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam and the Republic of
Djibouti as new Members of the United Nations, We hope

| See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session,
Flenary Meetings, 2383rd meeting,

that both nations will have a long and rewarding association
with this Organization.

7. Papua New Guinea is still a very young Member of the
United Nations family and is only now becoming aware of
the full scope of the Organization, Our experience with the
United Nations has, so far, beenJimited to a number of the
special bodies of the Organization and its related agencies,
These are already making a valuable contribution to Papua
New Guinea’s development.

8. There are numerous United Nations conferences and
meetings held every year on many and varied technical
matters. In view of our limited resources, we have carefully
selected the conferences to which wé could send repre-
sentatives, but now we must ask whether the diversity and
complexity of the matters considered by the United
Nations family have not grown so great that this Organiza-
tion is losing its effectiveness. Papua New Guinea hopes that
a cautious review of this problem could be made,

9. Papua New Guinea attended the recent Commonwealth
Heads of Government meeting in London in June and came
away from it with a sense of achievement. The Common-
wealth has proved that it can play an effective role in the
field of international affairs, and we therefore applaud the
decision taken at the last General Assembly session to grant
the Commonwealth Secretariat observer status within the
United Nations [resolution 31/3].

10. Papua New Guinea has been involved, through direct
participation, in programmes of action and development
undertaken by the world community to create a peaceful
and balanced world order, especially in the field of
international trade. We have also followed with much
interest the current North-South dialogue at the Con-
ference on International Economic Co-operation. We deep-
ly regret that the results of that Conference fell short of
expectations., Papua New Guinea will continue its active
participation in the meetings under the auspices of
UNCTAD, particularly in relation to the Integrated Pro-
gramme for Commodities? with the common fund. We
should like to see a much firmer commitment by the parties
involved on these two particular issues. This commitment
should be one based on an honest and realistic exploration
of all avenues, because failing to do so may well lead to
inappropriate and inadequate solutions, and certainly not
to the new international economic order we all wish to see.

11. My Government has noted with concern the failure so
far of the Third United Nations Conference on thg Law of

2 See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and

Development, Fourth Session, vol. 1, Report and Annexes (Uni.ted
Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.11.D.10), part one A, resolution
93 (IV).
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New Guinea and the region of which we are part. Papua
New Guinea will continue to contribute, within its limited
resources, to the objectives of this Organization and to
accept our share of the responsibilities of membership in
the United Nations and the international community.

25. The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly
I wish to thank the Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea
for the important statement he has just made.

AGENDA ITEM 9
General debate (continued}

26. Mr. IENG SARY (Democratic Kampuchea} (inter-
pretation from French):3 Mr. President, the delegation of
Democratic Kampuchea is happy to extend to you its
warmest congratulations on your election to the presidency
of the thirty-second session of the United Nations General
Assembly. Your election represents a tribute to Yugoslavia,
a friendly nation which has always pursued a policy of
independence and non-alignment and, through Yugoslavia,
it also represents a tribute to the movement and the
principles of non-alignment. We offer you our best wishes
for success in carrying out your new mission.

27. We should like also warmly to congratulate
Mr. Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe on his success as Presi-
dent of the thirty-first session of our General Assembly.

28. We extend our warm congratulations and our welcome
to the delegation of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam,
which is participating in our work for the first time since its
complete liberation on 30 April 1975 and the achievement
of the unity of the country. We also express our warm
congratulations to the Republic of Djibouti on its admis-
sion to the United Nations.

29. In the course of the past year the movement of
revolutionary struggle, the movement of national liberation,
the struggle for the defence of independence, sovereignty,
territorial integrity and the right of seif-determination and
the struggle of the oppressed peoples, of the peoples of the
non-aligned countries and of the third wotld to build their
nations have made a tremendous forward thrust and have
grown prodigiously, This is a new situation which will
gladden the hearts of all the world’s peoples and will
further strengthen their confidence, but which causes panic
among imperialists and reactionaries of every kind. By
standing firm the struggling peoples have won one victory
after another, creating a new situation favourable to the
revolutionary cause and to the cause of the national
liberation of peoples throughout the world.

30. Faced with this situation, the imperialists and the
expansionists, who have suffered one complete defeat after
another, are pursuing their subversive activities in various
regions of the world in order to stem the victorious tide of
the peoples’ struggle. They are engaging in psychological
warfare and attempting through campaigns of mendacious
propaganda to create in the peoples a spirit of dependence
and servility vis-a-vis the great Powers. They are interfering

IMr Ieng Sary spoke in Khmer, The French version of his
statement was suppticd by the delegation.

in domestic affairs, provoking conflicts, exacerbating con-
tradictions and doing everything possible to divide the
movement of the peoples’ struggle, to sow discord in the
ranks of the non-aligned countries and to undermine the
solidarity of the countries of the third world. But the
struggling peoples are more and more aware of the truly
cruel and stubborm nature of the imperialists and expan-
sionists and of their annexationist ambitions, their aggres-
sive -designs and their false and treacherous manoeuvres.
That is why the peoples of the world resolutely oppose
them.

31. After the falure of the United States policy of
aggression in the region and, in particular, after the
complete collapse of the South-East Asia Treaty Organiza-
tion, the peoples of South-East Asia, having seen through
the designs of the imperialists, the expansionists and their
partisans, stepped up their struggle in full independence and
sovereignty and have resorted to their own means to
achieve their aspirations to independence, peace, neutrality
and genuine -democracy in their respective countries,
without military bases or foreign troops on their national
territories. The peoples of the countries in that region are
resolutely opposed to all forms of foreign interference and
intervention, so that their countries may live in genuine
independence and sovereignty,

32 In the couse of the past year and paraile]l to their

efforts in their struggle in full independence and sover-
eignty, the African peoples have consolidated and de-
veloped their solidarity and have given each other encour-
agement and support. The Organization of African Unity
has decided to consider the struggle to overthrow the racist
régimes and apartheid and for the liberation of southern
Africa as the task of all African countries and has
determined to increase its support for the national libera-
tion movements in that region, Thanks to that support the
peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia and Azania have been able
to carry their just cause towards victory. The resolution of
The Organization of African Unity against interference by
wealthy great Powers in the affairs of the African con-
tinent4 does not merely emphasize the determination of
the African peoples to struggle against outside interference
and to choose their own destiny; that resolution also shows
that the countries of Africa are resolved to strengthen their
solidarity where their common interests are concerned and
to settle their problems among themselves without any
outside interference. Furthermore, the success of the first
summit Conference of Arab and African countries last
March5 also advanced the struggle against imperialism,
colonialism, neo-colonialism, expansionism, zionism,
racism, and apartheid,

33, The political and moral support that the oppressed
peoples, the peoples of the non-aligned countries and the
third world give one another is a powerful source of mutual
encouragement and has become a material force which
bears down hard on all oppressors, interventionists, aggres-
sors, and annexationists, inflicting on them defeat after
defeat. Such solidarity is thus an imperative necessity and a
sacred duty. It has been consolidated in the course of

4 Sec document A/32/310, annex II, AHG/Res.85 (XIV),

5 First Conference of Heads of Statc and Government of the
Organization of African Unity and the League of Arab States, held
at Cairo from 7 to 9 March 1977,
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struggle for it is based on the principles of equality, mutual
respect for independence, sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity, mutual support, nondnterference in the domestic
affairs of others and respect for the right of every people to
decide the destiny of its country in full independence and
sovereignty. Such solidarity among the peoples of countries
with billions of inhabitants and with an ever keener
political awareness, represents a prodigious force which no
Power or manoeuvre can impede. In the future that force of
solidarity based firmly on the principle of mutual respect
and equality will be further strengthened.

34. The people of Kampuchea, who suffered from the war
of aggression waged by the American imperialists and their
lackeys, who carried on a stubborn fight for national
liberation and who are at present struggling to defend and
build their country in the new stage of their revolution,
greatly appreciate the real value and effectiveness of the
meral and political support of the struggling peoples, the
non-aligned and third-world countries and the genuinely
progressive countries of the world.

35, Democratic Kampuchea considers it to be its noble
duty to show its solidarity with and give support to the just
struggles of the exploited peoples and of the non-aligned
and third-world countries for independence, sovereignty,
territorial integrity, the right to decide their own destiny
and to build an independent and prosperous economy and
against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, expan-
sionism, zionism, racism, apartheid and all the forces of
interference, aggression, expansion and annexation., Al-
though we continue to face many problems following the
devastating war waged by the American imperialists we are
doing our best to show our solidarity and to give our moral
and political support while standing firmly shoulder to
shoulder with the peoples struggling for national liberation,
independence, freedom, democracy and social progress.

36. First in Korea, the Government of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea under the leadership of Presi
dent Kim Il Sung, representing the profound aspirations of
the entire Korean people, has repeatedly put forward
proposals for resolving the problem of Korea and reuniting
Korea in full independence and sovereignty. But the
Government of the United States of America obstinately
continues its designs for aggression and interference in
Korea, its policy of “two Koreas” and of maintaining its
domination over the southern part of the country. Re-
cently, while the South Korean puppets were stepping up
their cruel and Fascist repression of the population, the
United States of America took various measures in South
Korea to strengthen its military base and its neo-colonialist
régime there in order to perpetuate the division of Korea.
That is a further grave violation of General Assembly
resolution 3390 B (XXX) and also a fundamental obstacle
to the reunification of the Korean homeland. The United
States of America should immediately withdraw from
South Korea all its land, naval and air forces and all its
military matériel, including nuclear weapons; it should
cease its interference and intervention in and its aggression
against Korea, abandon its policy of “two Koreas”, dissolve
the so-called ““United Nations Command” and transform
the “Armistice Agreement” into a definitive peace agree-
ment. That is the only way the problem of Korea can be
resolved in full independence and sovereignty without any

foreign interference. The ' Government of Democratic
Kampuchea wishes to reaffirm here its complete support
for the position of President Kim Il Sung and the proposals
formulated by him for resolving the problem of the
reunification of Korea.

37. Secondly, the United States of America continues its
interference and intervention in the internal affairs of
China. The People’s Republic of China rightly insists on
defending its national sovereignty and its territorial integ-
rity. The liberation of Taiwan, which is an inalienable part
of the People’s Republic of Ching, is a matter which falls
entirely within the sovereignty of that country and must be
resolved by the Chinese people themselves, without any
foreign interference. The Government of Democratic
Kampuchea unreservedly supports the position of the
People’s Republic of China and the manner in which that
Republic is seeking to resolve the problem of Taiwan.

38, Thirdly, in southern Africa the barbarous and colon-
ialist apartheid régime of Vorster and the racist and
colonialist régime of lan Smith have been severely shaken
by the powerful struggles of the peoples of Zimbabwe,
Namibia and Azania. Those régimes would have crumbied
long ago if the rich great Powers and their supporters had
not given their political and material support, and carried
out manoeuvres, to oppose the resolute struggle of the
peoples. We offer our continuing resolute support to all
peoples and countries of Africa, all the non-aligned coun-
tries and countries of the third world in their action against
the treacherous manoeuvres of the wealthy great Powers
and their supporters. We highly appreciate the firm resolve
of the people of Zimbabwe to continue the people’s war,
counting mainly on their own forces to secure the country’s
independence. We highly commend the efforts of the
people of Namibia to persist in the armed struggle for the
independence and unity of Namibia. We also praise highly
the widespread spontaneous movement of insurrection of
the people of Azania to secure the right to determine their
own destiny and to achieve the unity of their country. We
once again express our firm solidarity with the just causes
of all peoples in southern Africa,

39. Fourthly, in the Middle East the Palestine problem
remains the key to the situation. The problem of peace
cannot be resolved so long as the Palestinian people are
unable to exercise their fundamental national rights. To
attain this objective the heroic Palestinian people have
carried on along and valiant struggle. But the wealthy great
Powers, which are competing for influence in the Middle
East, have created many obstacles to the exercise of these
sacred rights of the Palestinian people. The United States of
America supports the Israeli Zionists in the pursuit of their
policy of aggression, expansion and the settlement of
colonies directed against the Palestinian people and other
Arab peoples, It opposes the implementation of various
United Nations resolutions recognizing the fundamental
national rights of the Palestinian people and demanding
that Israel restore to the Arab countries territories con-
quered by force. We express our firm and constant support
for the just and many-faceted struggle, particularly the
armed struggle, of the Palestinian people, under the
leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organization, until
the Palestinian people can exercise their national rights, and
particularly the right to return to live in their own country,
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the right to decide their own destiny, and the right to
create an independent Palestinian State on Palestinian land.
We also reiterate our firm support for the struggle of other
Arab peoples to free their territories. We are convinced
that, through their persevering and resolute joint struggle,
and with the support of the non-aligned and third-world
peoples, the Palestinian people and other Arab peoples will
be victorious in their just and sacred cause.

40, Fifthly, among the problems of decolonization, the
problem of East Timor continues to concern countries
which have known foreign domination and to confront the
conscience of peoples that prize independence and justice.
The aggressors continue to violate the independence, the
sovereignty and the territorial integrity of the Democratic
Republic of East Timor. They continue to violate the
principles of non-alignment and the pertinent resolutions of
the General Assembly and of the Security Council of the
United Nations. We reaffirm our support for the struggle of
the people of East Timor, carried on under the leadership
of the Frente Revoluciondria de Timor Leste Independente,
to recover its independence and the right to decide its own
destiny, Our support rests on the principle that no country
should use either the size of its territory or its population as
a pretext for acts of aggression or annexation against the
territories of other countries or attempt to absorb such
territories. That is a position of principle. We do not believe
that support for a small country with a small population
like East Timor should come into conflict with seif-interest
and consequently suffer neglect. We consider the defence of
the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of
the Democratic Republic of East Timor as being the
defence of the principle of respect for the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of all countries, great
and small, that is stipulated in the United Nations Charter
and that conforms to the principles of non-alignment. The
defence of those principles is at the same time a condemna-
tion of the law of the jungle practised by imperialists,
colonialists, neo-colonialists and reactionaries of every kind,
which, abusing their power and their strength, commit acts
of aggression and annexation against small or weak couo-
tries, while claiming that they do no more than exercise
their rights. We should defend these sacred principles
against any attempt from the outside to mount acts of
aggression against our countries and to swallow up our
territories, and we must never allow such designs to be
achieved.

41. Sixthly, the poor countries are still wrestling with
numerous difficulties in their efforts to develop their
independent economies. The reason is that the wealthy
great Powers persist in defending the present international
economic order, which is a régime of domination and
exploitation, and throw the entire burden of their eco-
nomic crisis upon the poor countries which they are
endeavouring to keep in their place. The poor countries,
closely united, have struggled actively to install a new
international economic order based upon equality and
justice. This struggle is an integral part of the struggle
against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism and ex-
pansionism, and against all acts of exploitation, oppression,
interference and intervention. The countries of the third
world are aware of the tremendous strength of their peoples
and of their fertile creative genius that has built brilliant
civilizations in the past. They also are aware of the

abundance and the variety of their natural resources. From
their own experience, the countries of the third world are
understanding more and more clearly that they must look
to their own peoples and strive to build up their economic
strength, their independence and sovereignty by themselves,
and that it is only on that condijtion that they can secure
greater strength for continuing the struggle and for im-
posing the new international economic order on the
wealthy great Powers. The struggle will become still more
arduous and complex, But the countries of the third world
have accumulated more experience and victory will surely
be theirs.

42, Seventhly, the poor countries have expressed soli-
darity with each other in their struggle to establish a new
law of the sea. They have achieved tangible success in the
defence of their sovereignty and of their maritime re-
sources, and have broken the privilege of the wealthy great
Powers in exercising exclusive control over the sea. The
sea-bed in the international zone and the resources thereof
are the heritage of all the peopies of the world. No country
has a right to appropriate those resources unilaterally. The
trend towards establishing the exclusive economic zone at
200 nautical miles has been affirmed in practice. But the
large wealthy countries have attempted to prevent the
establishment of the new law of the sea with the unavowed
aim of preserving their privilege of exploiting the sea-bed
for their own selfish interests, They have not hesitated to
use technical and financial pressure, and have resorted to
manoceuvres in order to contral the so-called “international
authority” that is to be set up, with a view to reducing the -
role played by the countries of the third world. On this
question of the sea-bed, Democratic Kampuchea, as ever,
associates itself firmly with all the countries of the third
world in pursuing the joint struggle for a new law of the sea
that will be in the common interest of all the peoples of the
world.

43. FEighthly, thanks to the common struggle of the non-
aligned countries and the countries of the third world, the
United Nations General Assembly has adopted pertinent
resolutions on some important world problems. But those
resolutions have remained a dead letter because of the
abuse of the veto power by the large wealthy countries in
the pursuit of their own interests. Furthermore, while
competing for influence and with each other in continuing
the sophisticated arms race and the sale of arms all over the
world-a source of continuing tension in various parts of
the world—these large wealthy Powers use the rostrum of
the United Nations to dupe the peoples, to lull their
vigilance, in order the better to subjugate them. At the
same time, they are endeavouring to stem the tide of the
national liberation struggle of peoples all over the world.
This tends to reduce still further the role played by the
United Nations. With all the non-aligned and third world
countries, we continue to demand the urgent revision of the
United Nations Charter so that the United Nations may be
enabled to play its role in conformity with the realities of
today’s world, which is undergoing profound change.
Decisions on major world issues should not be the exclusive
reserve of the wealthy great Powers. All States, great or
small, must have the same rights in deciding international

affairs.

44. The movements of revolutionary struggle and national
liberation, the struggle for the defence of independence,
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sovereignty and territorial integrity and the right to decide
one’s own destiny have greatly encouraged the.people of
Kampuchea in their present efforts to complete the work of
national defence and construction in the course of the new
state of its revolution.

45. The people of Kampuchea wish to live in peace, with
dignity and honour, as masters of their own country, and to
build 2 society in conformity with their deepest aspirations,
to follow a road which they have themselves chosen, in full
independence and sovereignty. Those are the basic princi-
ples to which they are firmly committed. But in the past,
for centuries, our country was reduced to the most abject
slavery. Our country, which was subject to exploitation and
domination by foreign feudal and reactionary circles, by
colonialists and imperialists, lost much of its territory. Its
present frontiers are the unhappy result of endless acts of
aggression, expansion and annexation by foreign Powers.
Since 17 April 1975, the datc of the total and final
liberation of Kampuchea, our people has become the true
master of its country and of its own destiny. It is inspired
by a burning and just patriotism. Despite its painful past
history, it has no wish to open old wounds; it is looking to
the present and to the future. We have no enmity ; we have
no designs against other countries for aggression, expansion
or annexation. We covet not a single inch of anyone else’s
territory. Qur country is small; our population is small; our
geographical situation and our political régime in no way
predispose us to commit acts of aggression against other
countries. Small weak countries do not swallow large
countries. In world history only the reactionary ruling
classes in large countries, like Hitler, invent pretexts for
provoking small countries, accusing them of aggression and
using such pretexts for committing acts of aggression
against the small countries, and increasing their own
territory at the expense of the latter. Democratic
Kampuchea has no motive which might impel it to acts of
aggression against others. lis territory is some 181,000
square kilometres and comprises about 6 million hectares of
rice paddies and fields. Its great lakes, its rivers, including
the Tonlé Sap, the Mékong and the Bassac, its ponds and
other water courses are abundantly stocked with fish. Its
forests, its soil, its subsoil and its sea abound in natural
resources. And yet we have scarcely 8 million inhabitants.
Each peasant family has an average of five hectares of
cultivable Jand. Thus we have had no reason to extend our
territory at the expense of others. On the other hand, our
country has just emerged from a devastating war. We need
time, and we must mobilize all our forces to build up our
own country and effect a rapid improvement in the living
standards of our people.

46. Respect for our independence, our sovereignty and
territorial integrity is an imperative for us. We have always
endeavoured to establish close and friendly relations with
all countries, near and far, throughout the world. This can
be seen from the visits by our delegations to various
countries in 1975, immediately following the liberation of
our country. We have always scrupulously respected the
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of other
?ountries, But we are firmly resolved to defend the
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of our
own country. Qur people has now become master of the
destiny of its country, having waged a valiant struggle,
endured all kinds of difficulties, and having vanquished the

American imperialists and their lackeys on 17 Aptil 1975.
Our people will never allow anyone to commit acts of
violation, aggression, interference, subversion or provoca-
tion, or to change its frontiers. Because they are just, these
positions of our people meet with the approval and support
of our friends near and far on five continents. But our
enemies of all kinds are seeking by every means possible to
destroy Democratic Kampuchea. The question which arises
is whether, with so small a population, Democratic
Kampuchea can ensure the defence of its own territory. At
present our people, which has a firm hold on revolutionary
power, is fully and absolutely capable of ensuring that
defence, because we are strengthened by our experience
gained in the course of the war of national liberation
against a most cruel war of aggression waged by the
American imperialists, experience which enabled our people
to win the great victory of 17 Aprl 1975, in full
independence and sovereignty and counting mainly on our
own strength, with the support of peoples near and far,

47. More than two years have elapsed since then, and
despite many post-war problems which still remain to be
solved, our people and our Revolutionary Army—alerted to
the true nature of the aggressive and annexationist, cruel
and treacherous American imperialists and of their lackeys
and reactionaries, who are the enemies of our people to be
found on every hand, now constantly on the revolutionary
alert—have shattered all their attempts at aggression, ex-
pansion, subversion and provocation, fully succeeding in
the defence, consolidation and development of the achieve-
ments of the revolution and of revolutionary power, as well
as safeguarding the independence, sovereignty, territorial
integrity and frontiers of their own country in full
independence and sovereignty, and relying entirely on their
own strength.,

48. All these victories have created new conditions,
enabling us to complete the work of national defence and
to work even more successfully towards building up the
country.

49. We should like formally to proclaim once again here
that Democratic Kampuchea will provoke no other country
and will adhere resolutely and unshakeably to the principles
of mutual respect for independence, sovereignty, territorial
integrity and equality.

50. Security is complete throughout our country. Foreign
guests can travel by day or night in perfect safety for
hundreds and thousands of kilometres, Our national de-
fence is thus far perfectly sound, but we must redouble our
revolutionary vigilance to remain masters of the situation in
case of attempts at provocation and aggression on the part
of the enemy.

St. In both the building up of our couatry and in
safeguarding the gains of the revolution and the natjonal
defence, we still cling to our position of independence and
sovereignty, and we still rely on our own strength. This
position which the people of Kampuchea has won, thanks
to the constant education of the Communist Party of
Kampuchea, has been tried and tested at all stages of the
revolutionary movement and has won a succession of
brilliant victories for the people of Kampuchea.
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52. During the more than five years of the war of national
liberation, from 1970 to 1975, the people of Kampuchea
and the Revolutionary Army displayed sublime heroism,
endured difficulties of every kind and made immense
sacrifices in order to secure control of their own country’s
destiny, and they carried on the war of national liberation,
in full independence and sovereignty: independence and
sovereignty in understanding the situation in the country
and the revolution, for no one knows his own country
better than himself; independence and sovereignty in
formulating and applying the strategic line and the tactical
line of struggle; independence and sovereignty in building
up one’s strength in every sphere—the strength of the
leadership, the strength of the people, military strength,
econornic strength and so forth,

53. In 1973, at a time when the international situation
was complex and hardly as favourable to us as it is now,
when the United States imperialists were mobilizing all
their strategic and tactical air forces in Asia and in the
Pacific solely to attack and to bombard Kampuchea so as to
destroy at a blow our country and our revolution, our
people and our Revolutionary Army resolved to defend
our national dignity and to take a firm hold on their own
destiny and the destiny of their country. Not disheartened
in the face of any difficulty or sacrifice, they resolutely
carried on the struggle and launched offensives without
respite for five years and one month until they achieved a
glorious victory which was total and definitive.

54, The valuable experience acquired in the course of the
war for national liberation has strengthened our faith in the
path of independence and sovereignty and in reliance on
our own strength,

55. The results obtained by our people and our Revolu-
tionary Army during the nearly two years since 17 April
1975 have once again clearly confirmed that this policy of
struggle is the key factor in all our victories.

56. In the work of national construction, we are not
disregarding the true state of affairs of our country, which
is a backward agricultural country destroyed by a war of
aggression and devastation, We firmly rely on the exalted
revolutionary awareness, the tremendous strength, the
experience and creative spirit of our people, the vast
majority of whom are peasants, We take agriculture as the
fundamental factor, and we make use of the capital
accumulated by agriculture in order progressively to buitd
up industry and to transform Kampuchea, which had had a
backward agriculture, within a short period of time into a
modem agricultural country and then into an industrial
country, while firmly keeping to the path of independence
and soversignty and drawing fundamentally on our own
strength.

57. With respect to agriculture, we are giving priority to
solving the problem of water, which is the key factor in
obtaining the maximum yield in the production of rice,
which is our basic food crop. During the last dry season, in
every zone, we completed the construction of large
reservoirs with ‘a capacity of from 100 million to 200
million cubic metres each, in each region that of medium-
sized reservoirs each containing 50 million to 60 million
cubic metres of water, and in each district that of small

reservoirs containing 5 million to 10 million cubic metres of
water each, totalling altogether 2,800 million cubic metres
of water, We also dug several hundred kilometres of canals
leading from those reservoirs, making it possible to irrigate
250,000 hectares of rice paddies in every season. Simulta-
neously, we completed the construction of five dams on the
Prék Thnot river serving 60,000 hectares of rice paddies,
two dams on the Chinit river serving 20,000 hectares of rice
paddies, three dams on the Pursat river serving 30,000
hectares of rice paddies, and a dam on the Battambang river
serving 40,000 hectares of rice paddies. We have also
constructed dams on the Siemrezp and Kralanh rivers and.
on a number of smaller rivers. All this work was done by
our workers and peasants, who depend entirely on their
own strength. Simultaneously, the production of natural
fertilizers and insecticides, using the raw materials and
plants that are amply available in our country, has been
carried on by a spontaneous mass movement, The wide-
spread organization of co-operatives, in which the peasants
hold power and control production, constitutes the funda-
mental factor that is constantly changing the appearance of
the countryside of Kampuchea and transforming it. In
1976, we reached the planned targets fot the production of
rice, which made it possible for us to meet the needs of the
population and provide an average of 312 kilograms per
year for each person in 1977 and to begin in 1977 the
exportation of several tens of thousands tons of rice, which,
together with rubber and other agrictltural products, is
designed to secure capital for the defence and the con-
struction of our country.

58. The orientation of our industry is also based on the
practical state of affairs in our country. We are con-
centrating on factories that serve the development of
agricultural production and the improvement of the living
conditions of the population. We are not diversifying
beyond what is necessary. In conformity with this policy,
we are concentrating our efforts on the construction of new
factories and on repairing and transforming factories that
depended on foreign supplies of raw materials, in order to
enable them to use the country’s own primary com-
modities. Parallel with industry, we are developing artisan
activities at the level of both individual and regional
production units so as to stimulate economic development.

59, In the field of oulture and education, our policy is to
study the task of national defence and construction while
we put our studies into practice. Theory is related to
practice and to work and production. Our schools exist
mainly at the level of co-operatives and factories. Our
education rests on a popular and national base, from which
we are speeding up the development of technology and the,
sciences. In the immediate future, our main obiective is the
elimination of illiteracy In the old society, there were
certainly schools and high schools and a certain number of
universities, but in the countryside 75 per cent of the
people, particularly the poor and marginal peasants, were
illiterate, and even in the cities 60 per cent of the workers
were itliterate. At present, just two years after liberation,
only 10 per cent of the population can neither read nor
write and these are all persons already advanced in age, We
have solved the problem of illiteracy by resorting to a mass
movement of study. The former system of education was
no more than a copy of a foreign system alien to our
national situation. It was useful neither for national defence
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nor for national construction, nor did it serve to improve
the living conditions of the population, and it was
indefinitely dependent upon foreign aid. Now, in order to
gserve at the same time the tasks of national defence and
construction, our educational programmes are concentrated
on technology. Theoretical and practical studies are carried
on simultaneously. We are studying, at one and the same
time, technology, general culture and theory, in particular
the technology of agriculture in the fields of rice and rubber
growing, various industrial techniques and the development
of water resources, We observe that the present orientation
“of our teaching and education admirably serves the pur-
poses of defence and national construction and the im-
provement in the standards of living of our people.
Furthermore, thanks to this orientation, our children, our
young people, our workers, our peasants and our fighters
are being educated in the most authentic and most ardent
revolutionary patriotism. They feel concerned at the fate of
poor peoples throughout the world and they understand
the distinction between friends and enemies in the revolu-
tionary struggle and in the national liberation movement of
peoples throughout the world. They stand resolutely side
by side with the revolutionary peoples of the world.

60. .In the social and health fields, in order rapidly to
improve the health of the entire population, we are training
revolutionary doctors, who are moved by a deep love for
the people and by a lofty spirit of self-sacrifice, and we are
producing medicines from the herbs growing in the coun-
try. In their training, our revolutionary doctors combine
theoretical studies and practice, and they increase their
knowledge at the same time. We have developed and are
developing health networks by creating hospital establish-
ments and centres for the manufacture of medicines in all
co-operatives, districts, regions and administrative zones
and in the capital Phnom Penh. There is an average of one
general hospital, three attending physicians, one factory for
the production of medicines and three pharmacists for
every 100 families. The health of our people has shown
considerable improvement. We have definitively eliminated
social diseases and drug addiction. We are paying particular
attention to the eradication of malaria. In the past year, the
first year of the four-year plan for the eradication: of
malaria, 70 to 80 per cent of the plan targets has already
been achieved. We are endeavouring very rapidly to improve
the living conditions and the health of our people because
we need a population of 15 to 20 million in 10 years’ time,
Vice, delinquency, prostitution, theft, robbery, banditry
and other social evils of the kind that exist in the
imperialist countries and in an exploitive class society have
been rooted out by the great mass movement,

61. Over and above the results I have just mentioned, the
line of independence, sovereignty and self-reliance, and a
sense of being masters of the country and of the revolution
have deeply pervaded our people and have aroused through-
out the country a spontaneous and enthusiastic mass
movement deeply imbued with an ardent spirit of patriot-
ism and of a lofty community feeling which is of profound
revolutionary significance. This is a movement which has
never before been known in the more than 2,000-year
history of our nation.

62. The results achieved by our people in the past year,
under the just and far-sighted leadership of the Communist

Party of Kampuchea, represent new and very rapid victories
in the present stage of our revolution,

63. But with regard to the long-term aspirations of our
people, the road that we have yet to travel is long indeed.
We must redouble our efforts. We are endeavouring as
rapidly as possible to improve still further the living
conditions of our people, so that everyone may have
sufficient strength and health and ardent patriotism, so that
our entire people may rapidly and constantly progress and
that we may continue in the defence and speedy construct-
jon of a prosperous Kampuchea. We have no reason to
reduce the size of our population or to maintain it at its
present level for, with close to 8 million inhabitants, our
population is still far short of our country’s capacity, which
has a need of more than 20 million people. This is why our
objective is to bring about a very rapid increase in our
population,

64. Although our people do not yet live in affluence, their
living conditions are assured for each and in all spheres. By
comparison with the situation in 1975, as we emerged from
the cruel war of devastation, the present situation does
show considerable improvement. Our people are very happy
and are proud of this excellent state of affairs where they
are truly the masters of their own destiny and of their own
country. Qur population now consists of 95 per cent
workers and peasants and 5 per cent persons engaged in
other ‘tasks. Closely united under the just and far-sighted
leadership of the Communist Party of Kampuchea, our
people live and work in perfect harmony, in a healthy
society where equality, justice and genuine democracy
prevail. Masters of the revolution and enjoying all its
benefits, our people continue with enthusiasm, faith and
confidence to continue the revolution. Our people are
resolved to safeguard and defend, to consolidate and
incessantly to strengthen its revolutionary power, The
victory of the policy of independence, sovereignty and
self-reliance has strengthened our people’s faith in the
country’s radiant future. Without the support, union, unity
and the faith of the entire people, the present spontaneous
movement for national defence and construction would be
unthinkable and Democratic Kampuchea would have been
unable to win such brilliant victories. The strength of this
union, this unity and this faith is the key factor in our
present victories, as it was in our great victory of 17 April
1975 over the United States imperialists.

65. Many friendly peoples and countries have welcomed
these achievements of Democratic Kampuchea and have
expressed to us their sympathy and encouragement and
their moral and political support. Some friendly countries
have given us bilateral assistance. We are happy to receive
this assistance without strings which, granted on the basis
of the principle of equality and genuine mutual respect,
further strengthens our independence and sovereignty. This
is evidence of the sincere solidarity among the non-aligned
and third-world countries. But our ‘country is now already
liberated and our people are amply capable of defending
themselves and of building the country using their own
strength. We believe that peoples that are shedding blood in
the struggle for national liberation are in greater need of
support and additional assistance in order to secure the
triumph of their just cause. This does not mean that we are
living in abundance. But we must persevere further in our
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efforts, we must overcome other obstacles to resolve the
post-war problems, to defend and build the country by
ourselves, in order not to be the subject of concern to
friendly countries. We should endeavour to. advance the
revolution in our own country and to win great new
victories. We should try to contribute still further to the
revolutionary struggle and to the national liberation strug-
gle and the struggle for national defence carried on by
peoples all over the world. :

66. Democratic Kampuchea considers the sympathy,
encouragement and various tokens of the solidarity of the
non-aligned and third-world countries and of genuinely
progressive countries as a precious support for its policy of
independence, peace and non-alignment, We shall always
abide by that policy. Never shall we allow any foreign
country to establish military bases on our territory. Never
shall we tolerate the presence of foreign troops on our soil.
In the past we have from time to time been asked to join
this or that federation or regional association. Democratic
Kampuchea belongs to no alliance and no regional group.
But we do endeavour to develop with all countries, near
and far, bilateral relations of friendship, based on equality
and mutual respect. This position has met with the
sympathy and understanding of many countries with which
we maintain good and friendly relations.

67. Our people are convinced that their efforts to carry
through the revolution in its country, effectively to defend
and solidly to build our homeland and rapidly to improve
our living conditions on the basis of independence, sover-
eignty and self-reliance represent 2 modest contribution to
the revolutionary struggle of peoples in the world, to the
national liberation struggle of peoples of exploited coun-
tries and to the struggle to safeguard and defend the
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the
non-aligned and third-world countries. The experience of
our own revolutionary struggle and the struggles of peoples
throughout the world have taught us that, if we wish to
make a positive contribution to the world-wide revolu-
tionary struggle, we must resolutely carry the revolution in
our own country to a successful conclusion. Revolution
cannot be exported or imported from one country to
another. That is why our people are bending every effort to
complete the revolution in their own country, in complete
independence and sovereignty, relying on their own
strength, 'so that they can better contribute to the
revolutionary movements and the fighting movements of
the world’s peoples.

68. The peoples of the exploited countries, the peoples of
the non-aligned and third-world countries, have acquired an
ever keener political awareness and ever more confidence in
their own strength and capacities; they see ever clearer the
true nature and manoeuvres of imperialism and expan-
sionism and their supporters, and they endeavour valiantly
to continue the struggle as masters of their own destiny. At
the same time, they continue to develop and strengthen

their solidarity by foiling the divisive manoeuvres carried -

out-by all the imperialist and expansionist powers. This
historic current will develop incessantly for ever; no force
can halt it. The revolutionary and progressive peoples
throughout the world will surely win further victories. In
the past, as at present and in the future, Democratic
Kampuchea will continue to identify itself with those

struggles and do everything within its power to give further
momentum to this irresistible tide of history.

69. Mr. JAMEEL (Maldives): It is a pleasure for me to
extend to you, Sir, my delegation’s sincere congratulations
on your election to the high office of President of the
thirty-second session of the United Nations General
A§semb1y. We consider your election as a well-deserved
mbtfte paid to you by the world body for your eminent
qualities of statesmanship and experience, as well as added
recognition of the prominent role played in world affairs by
your country. My country, which maintains close links with
Yugoslavia, particularly within the non-aligned movement,

. conveys to you, through me, its good wishes for success in

your important deliberations.

70. Allow me also to express my Government’s apprecia-
tion of the invaluable role played by your predecessor,
Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe, during his term of office as
the President of the thirty-first session. I wish to congratu-
late Mr, Amerasinghe on the successful manner in which he
discharged his onerous responsibilities.

71. 1 should also like to express my Government’s deep
appreciation to the Secretary-General, Mr. Waldheim, for
his untiring and dedicated efforts to promote the objectives
of: the Organization, :

’72. This current session marks the admission of two new
Members to our Organization: the Socialist Republic of
Viet Nam and the Republic of Djibouti. My delegation
welcomes with joy the two new Members in our midst,
whose admission to our Organization is not only a further
step towards the achievement of universality of the
Organization but also a clear indication of the strength
displayed by the peoples of those two countries in
achieving self-determination and national independence. We
are convinced that their presence in this family of nations
will contribute positively towards peace and co-operation.

73. Maldives is among the community of nations a small
nation which depends very much for its well-being and
progress on the principles of peace and international
co-operation, We firmly believe that the United Nations
system, despite its short-comings, has been and will
continue to be the most vital instrument that the family of
nations has so far evolved for the maintenance of peace and
security in the world and for the promotion of the
principles of freedom, justice and human dignity.

74, We realize that the problems which we face today are
difficult, complex and of a considerable magnitude; but we
hope that, with a greater sense of responsibility and our
collective efforts, we shall be able to solve those problems.
The implementation of the resclutions we adopt, and a
genuine belief in and enthusiasm for the principles em-
bodied in our Charter remain the key factors for the success
of our deliberations. As our Secretary-General has said in
1976 in the introduction to his report on the work of the

Organization:
“The . .. concept of world order is based on respect for

the decisions of the principal organs of the United
Nations and for international law, principles and pro-

cedures.”6

6 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first
Session, Supplement No, 14, sect. IV.
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75. The framework for solutions to today’s economic
problems has already been laid down. The Declaration and
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order [resolutions 3201 (S-VI)and
3202 (S-VI)j and the resolution of the seventh special
session on development and international economic co-
operation [resolution 3362 (§-VII)] can guide us, in our
deliberations, towards the establishment of a new partner-
ship between the developed and developing countries and
of an effective relationship between nations based on the
principles of interdependence and mutual respect, My
country feels happy that, as a result of our deliberations
within the United Nations system during the past few years,
we are now able to identify a number of key issues involved
in the process of achieving this new relationship. Despite
the failure of the recent dialogue in Paris to live up to the
expectations of the developing countries, Maldives is happy
to see the evidence of an entirely new approach to
development and the desire of the developed countries to
create effective conditions for a better world economic
order.

76. Allow me to mention some specific problems of my
country pertaining to development. The most serious
impediments are our meagre natural resources and the
extreme fragmentation of the thousand-island archipelago,
which occupies nearly 100,000 square kilometres in theé
Indian Ocean, Fisheries and tourism are the only two major
fields in which any viable activities can be immediately
carried out. So far, Maldives has depended solely on its own
limited resources and the bilateral assistance received from
friendly countries. The effectiveness of United Nations-
assisted programmes was in the past at a minimum, due to
the lack of intensified programming to cater for the existing
problems of the country. It is only now, because of the
nature and urgency of our development needs, combined
with the hard economic realities of our times, that we have
embarked on projects which require relatively large funds.
It is in this context that the Government of Maldives
decided to join the IMF, the World Bank Group and the
Asian Development Bank. Furthermore, the Government is
also seeking assistance from other, similar sources. We are
hopeful that with the support of these sources and agencies,
and given a few more years to plan ahead, we will be able to
catch the train and thereby be able to maintain an adequate
momentum of progress to participate in the newly-
constructed world economic order.

77. Turning to the major issues confronting the world asa

whole, my delegation believes that the problem of disarma-
ment in all its dimensions, particularly the question of
controlling the nuclear arms race, remains most urgent, The
dangers of recent developments in the field of armaments
are beyond our imagination. My delegation hopes that the
forthcoming special session of the General Assembly on
disarmament will achieve progress in the direction of
complete disarmament, or at least free mankind from the
perils of nuclear destruction. We strongly condemn the
trend of thought which tries to justify the acquisition and

use of nuclear weapons as a method of blackmail, even as
the last resort for survival.

78. We in Maldives, as a freedom-loving and peace-loving
::ountry,-vxew the question of southern Africa as another
issue posing grave threats to world peace. In Zimbabwe, the

right of the people to rule themselves is still being
obstinately denied by the minority régime in Salisbury. In
Namibia, the illegal occupation of African soil by the
Pretoria régime continues, and the right of the people to
self-determination and independence continues to be ig-
nored. In South Africa itself, the tragic results of the
continuation of the abhorrent policy of apartheid are being
seen in the form of the massacres of the African population
in' Soweto and other places. Recent developments in South
Africa have again demonstrated that the denial of the basic
human rights of peoples will only lead to destruction and
total unhappiness, Maldives will continue to support the
United Nations in its efforts to change the situation in
southern Africa, and we reiterate our solidarity with the
peoples of southern Africa in their just struggle for human
rights and independence.

79, The situation in the Middle East remains a grave
disappointment to the people of Maldives. On earlier
occasions, my delegation has clearly indicated its rejection
of the illegal occupation by Israel of the Arab territories. |
wish to reaffirm this position of my Government, which is
based not only on an understanding of the historical factors
involved, but also on our rejection of the idea of the
acquisition of territories by war. We further deplore the
flagrant violation of human rights carried out by the Israelis
in the occupied territories through systematic efforts to
change the demographic composition of Arab lands, We in
Maldives, being a Moslem nation, are particularly hurt by
the Israeli practices in Jerusalem aimed at changing the
Islamic edifices in the Holy Land. My delegation also
reiterates its support for the Palestinian people, who have
the legitimate right to self-determination on their own
national soil, We are convinced that the participation of
their authentic representative, the Palestine Liberation
Organization, is essential in any peace-making effort aimed
at a just and lasting solution which will guarantee peace and
security in the area.

80. As a maritime nation, Maldives pays special attention
to the work and achievements of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea. It is of special
significance in determining the status of the economic and
maritime zones, defining the continental shelf and dealing
with the problems related to marine environment,

81. We view the achievements of the last session of the
Conference with optimism. It is hoped that the forth-
coming session in Geneva will achieve a higher degree of
co-ordination in order to conclude the task of the Con-
ference,

82. The Indian Ocean washes the shores of most countries
of Asia, including ours. We have joined hands with the
countries of the region to make that ocean a zone of peace,
free from great-Power rivalry and conflict.

83. Since the inception of the United Nations Declaration
of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace [resolution
2832 (XXVI)], we have supported all efforts made towards
the practical implementation of that Declaration, Further,
we are happy to note the interest expressed early this
month by the United States and the Soviet Union in
achieving practical results in their talks on this subject. We
believe that their good will and co-operation will yield a
significant degree of progress in this endeavour.
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84, My delegation remains deeply disturbed over the
continued violation of the unity and territorial integrity of
the Republic of Comoros by foreign occupation of the
Comorian island of Mayotte.

85. The question of Cyprus is another unsolved problem
which has remained on our agenda for the last several years.
My delegation supports all efforts in search of a negotiated
and permanent settiement of the problem. We fee] that any
realistic solution should take into consideration the legiti-
mate interests of all the ethnic groups of the Cypriot
community, and that it should preserve the independence
and territorial integrity of the nation.

86. Strengthening the role of the United Nations in
maintaining peace and security, fostering economic co-
operation and harmonizing international action towards a
better future is not an impossible task only if we are
committed seriously to the principles of the Charter and if
we can summon the will and sustain the courage to adjust
the national interests to the changing perspectives of the
world.

87. Once again | reiterate my country’s faith in the United
Nations and its firm commitment to the principles of the
Charter. [ wish to express my Government’s hope that the
work of the thirty-second session will be crowned with
successful results compatible with the expectations of the
peoples of the world.

88. Mr. PALMA GALVEZ (Honduras) (interpretation
from Spavish): On this particularly auspicious occasion I
should like to present to all the members of this Assembly
and to the peoples of the world so ably represented here
the best wishes of the people and the Government of
Honduras,

89. 1 wish in parficular to offer my sincere congratulations
to Mr. Mojsov, Deputy Federal Secretary for Foreign
Affairs of Yugoslavia, on his well-deserved election as
President. We are well aware, Mr. President, of the dynamic
role your country has played in the international arena in
the past few decades, and we are familiar with your
personal contribution. " Qur congratulations go also to
Mr. Amerasinghe, who so ably carried out his important
functions as President of the General Assembly in a year
which was particularly important for the United Nations.

90. My country welcomes the admission of two new
Members to the United Nations: The Republic of Djibouti
and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam. We greet them
warmly and wish to express to them our feelings of
friendship and solidarity.

. 91. The United Nations came into being at the end of the
Second World War and unquestionably it has been an
expression of the fondest hopes of the peoples of the world
for the creation of lasting peace for everyone on the basis
of sovereign equality and international co-operation. The
United Nations today constitutes the best forum for raising
and solving the problems besetting nations, It offers us
eloquent proof of what can and should be achieved through
dialogue for the benefit of mankind.

92. We have faith in the United Nations. By strengthening
it we are laying the groundwork for world peace and we are

giving substance to the hope for a better future for the
peoples of the world. All countries represented here have an
excellent opportunity to realize fully their potential, to join
forces to prevent war and to strengthen international
justice.

93. My Government believes that within this Organization
the nations of the world must direct their efforts to two
fundamental and indissolubly linked objectives: peace and
development,

G4, There must be world harmony, but it will be difficult
to achieve without high levels of economic growth and
social well-being for the more than two thirds of the people
of the world who are living in a state of abject poverty. The
United Nations must therefore maintain peace with justice
and, faced with this immense task, its role as a great
conciliator will increase, and in future years its success will
largely depend on the progress made in the area of justice
among nations and development.

95. There have been many changes in the international
arena in the past few years, and in this constantly changing
worild of ours there must be respect for the principles which
should underlie international relations and which have been
often proclaimed by our Organization over the past three
decades. Not only is this the right time to reaffirm our faith
in- the principles of the Charter; this is the time for
performance and for achievement. It is a matter of urgency
that we overcome the economic and political obstacles to a
climate of peaceful coexistence based on a harmonious and
balanced development of the international community that
will end situations of great inequality, substitute dialogue
for confrontation, recognize the interdependence of the
peoples of the world and associate the developed and
developing countries in prosperity and freedom. We believe
that it is only by overcoming economic and political
obstacles that we can guarantee peace and well-being for
present and future generations of the world in which we
live. It is towards these goals that we must strive.

96. Honduras is a peace-loving nation and it respects its
international commitments. We hope that in our part of the
world, Central America, renunciation of the use of force as
a means of settling differences will be a guiding principle in
our international conduct,

97. 1 should like to reiterate on this occasion our
determination to achieve an early and satisfactory settle-
ment of the dispute that has in the past few years divided
my country and the Republic of El Salvador. We believe
that the mediation agreement concluded under the auspices
of the Organization of American States on 6 October 1976
will be a decisive element in a final settlement, if both sides
so agree. We expect that on 22 November next the
procedure laid down will be initiated and can lead us
eventually to the restoration of the peace and the cordial
relations which should exist between peoples that are
linked together by history and geography. We shall go to
the negotiating table without any prejudgement and with
out minds open to whatever solutions may be proposed for
the settlement of the dispute, and we invite the nations
represented here, and the Organization itself, to follow
closely and support our efforts to bring back peace and
harmony to Central America.



